SARE: Advancing the Frontier of
Sustainable Agriculture in...
What is SARE?
Since 1988, the Sustainable
Agriculture Research & Education (SARE) program has been the
go-to USDA grants and outreach
program for farmers, ranchers,
researchers and educators who

Connecticut
Project Highlight: New leasing options when priced out of ownership
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far-reaching impact

open the door to a newer leasing model:

benefit farmers, since they lower the

farming on lands owned by institutions,

price of admission and can be struc-

Four regional councils of expert

trusts and municipalities.

tured for long-term tenancy, an impor-

practitioners set priorities and
make grants in every state and
island protectorate.

The result is Farmland ConneC-

tant consideration for organic farmers,

Tions, an in-depth guide meant to in-

who need long lead times preparing

troduce these landowners to the concept

their land for certification.

of agricultural leasing. The potential

The guide is available for free at

SARE communicates results

is considerable: In the state, there are
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78,000 acres of open space owned by
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ment; and by maintaining the
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of practical publications,
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materials.
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SARE in Connecticut
www.nesare.org/connecticut
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SARE’s four regional programs and outreach office work to advance
sustainable innovations to the whole of American agriculture.

SARE has

SARE Grants in
Connecticut

3 Professional
Development Grants

5 Graduate
Student Grants

awarded a

6 Community
Innovation Grants

total of
62 grants
in Connecticut
since 1988

26 Farmer/
Rancher Grants

8 On-Farm
Research Grants
14 Research &
Education Grants

SARE’s Impact
53 percent

of producers report using a new production
technique after reading a SARE publication.

79 percent

of producers said they improved soil quality
through their SARE project.

64 percent

of producers said their SARE project helped
them achieve higher sales.

Contact Your SARE State Coordinator
SARE sustainable ag coordinators run state-level educational programs for Extension and other ag professionals, and many help grant
applicants and recipients with planning and outreach. Visit www.nesare.org/connecticut to learn more.
Joe Bonelli
UConn Extension
(860) 875-3331
joseph.bonelli@uconn.edu

Michael Keilty
Maple Spring Farm
(860) 567-8324
michael.keilty@uconn.edu

For detailed information on SARE projects, go to
SARE is funded by the USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA).

www.sare.org

